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Because Eight May Not Be Enough 
henever I see the results of a survey of the 

religious practices of modern Americans, I 
chuckle when I see the statement about 
“regular church attendance” and how many 

people attend services every week or at least once a 
month, and how this constitutes “regular” attendance.  
“Well gee, I’m a clergyperrson in my church, and I 
attend every religious service that my congregation 
holds, and I only go once every six or seven weeks!  That 
doesn’t count as regular attendance?”  I do my own 
household rituals much more frequently, of course, as I 
hope everyone else in the Grove does.  But it must seem 
odd to all the non-Pagan churchgoers out there—maybe 
even more odd than the other things we do—that we 
consider eight services a year to be plenty. 
 Of course, I don’t want anyone to accuse me of 
“steeple envy,” and when I think about adding more 
regular services to our own schedule, it’s not from a 
perspective of being inadequate compared to other larger 
churches.  I’m more concerned with our Grove activities 
serving the needs of our members, and the rest of the 
local Pagan community.  So is there such a need?   
 Most other ADF Groves do some form of monthly 
group ritual, and they tell me how great it is to get 
together for a lighter non-High-Day rite and do a simpler 
working.  It could also give our members a chance to 
work with rituals and deities from their own hearth 
cultures, something our established High Day rites and 
our seven Grove deities can’t easily accommodate. 
 On the other hand, there are plenty of concerns for 
me as well.  One of the (dis?-) advantages of being as old 
as I am is remembering more of SLG’s history than 
everyone around me, and I’m the only SLuG who ever 
attended our first attempt at more frequent services, the 
Druidic Worship Circles we tried in 1997.  As often 
happens with new ideas for Grove activities, everyone 
told us it was a great idea, and as usual, almost nobody 
showed up.  Our average attendance was five, and this 

was back when we had 95 members.  And I always felt 
worse when new people showed up and asked, “Hey, I 
thought you had a big group, why isn’t anyone here?”  
Especially since the circles we held in the basement of 
one of our members, which made it look less like a 
meaningful spiritual activity and more like we were 
going to push them into a pit and order them to rub the 
lotion on their skin.  (It’s hardly any wonder that none of 
those new folks ever came back to any of our events.)  
When we stopped doing the DWC’s after a few months, I 
wasn’t even sad about it at that point.  In the Grand 
Experiment That Is ADF, that was one of the failures. 
 So how do we go about getting monthly services 
back onto the schedule, and getting people to actually 
show up?  Some folks have suggested that a members-
only spiritual event would be a good thing for the Grove, 
not realizing that we actually, y’know, have a members-
only spiritual event in An Bruane, and it’s usually only 
me, Rod, and Gen showing up at all.  But as the source 
of the spiritual development of our Grove, it’s the perfect 
place to start.   
 So here’s the plan: At our January An Bruane 
session, in addition to the usual making of Bríd Crosses, 
we’ll discuss our ideas for what a monthly SLG rite 
would look like.  Then, for the next three An Bruane 
sessions, we’ll actually do that rite, compare notes, and 
adjust the format as needed.  After that, if there’s enough 
interest (interest meaning “people are actually showing 
up,” not just moral support), then we’ll look for a place 
to hold them, get them on the schedule, and open them 
up to the public. 
 And so will continue the Grand Experiment That Is 
ADF!. 
 

Yours in service to the Kindreds and the Grove, 
 
   Rev. Rob Henderson, Senior Druid 
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One-Eyed Man  
                By Rob Henderson

(to the tune of “Nowhere Man” by the Beatles) 

He's a big one-eyed man 
Living in his one-eyed land 
Talking to a tiny man called Nobody 

Only has one point of view 
Lives on cheese and mutton stew 
Keeping all his flock inside his cave 

One-eyed man, please listen 
You don't know what you're missing 
Said the seer... 
Odysseus is the one you should fear 

But this man called Nobody  
Barely large enough to see  
One-eyed man, can you see him at all?  

One-eyed man, don't worry 
Chew them up, don't hurry 
Don't fill up, 'cause small men are so 
Stringy and tough 

Drinks too much of small man's wine 
Just one poke and he goes blind 
Shouts that he's been hurt by Nobody 

No-eyed man, please listen 
All those small men are missing 
No-eyed man... 
Nobody hides under your ram 

He's a big no-eyed man 
Living in his one-eyed land 
Asking all his brothers to kill Nobody 
Swearing to take his revenge on Nobody 
Praying for his father's curse on Nobody 

(For more of Rob’s Odyssey/Yellow Submarine songs, visit 
http://www.shininglakes.org/odysub.html) 

Congratulations to our newly 
elected officers! 

Scribe: Valerie Hartzer 
Chronicler: Genevieve Stoyak 

Youth Activities Coordinator: Sean 
Keller 

Public Relations Coordinator: Kris Keller 

The Administrator position is still open, 
so please contact Rob  
if you are interested! 

 



Grove Calendar: Yule to Spring Equinox 

 

Rituals 
An Bruane: Rituals and advanced spiritual exploration 
for those who wish to go beyond the standard High Day 
rites.  Members only, please.  Topic for this month: 
Developing monthly rituals for SLG.  1/18, 2/15, 3/22, 
7-9 pm at Rod/Liz’s 

Liturgists’ Roundtable—Ritual Planning:  Help us 
plan our Imbolc and Spring Equinox rituals.  All 
welcome.  1/25, 3/1, 7-9 pm at Rod/Liz’s 

Fire Lighting Ceremony: We gather together to kindle 
the hearth fire and take it to our homes, to tend through 
the night and bring to the ritual.  2/4, 3/18, 7-9 pm at 
Rod/Liz’s 

Imbolc Rite: Come join us as we honor Bríd, our 
Grove's goddess of community and the hearth. There 
will be a raffle and potluck after the rite.  2/5, 2-5 pm at 
Friends 

Spring Equinox Rite: Come join us as we honor Ana, 
our Grove's river mother. There will be a raffle and 
potluck after the rite. (And bring any seeds or gardening 
tools that you would like blessed!) 3/19, 2-5 pm at 
Friends 

Social Events 
Coffee Hour: Join us for our monthly discussion of 
interesting topics.  1/28, 2/18, 3/25, 7-10 pm at Borders 

Meetings 
SLG Business Meeting: Discussion of general business and 
setting of the calendar.  1/11, 2/8, 3/8, 7-9 at Borders 

ConVocation 2011 
“ConVocation is a convention of the many mystical spiritual 
paths and faiths who desire to teach each other and promote 
fellowship among all esoteric traditions.  Since 1995, this 4-
day event has brought together over 100 classes and rituals 
presented by local instructors, internationally renowned 
guest speakers and authors. Along with workshops, 
ConVocation offers over 40 tables of merchandise in our 
Merchant Room, an Art Show and the largest indoor Drum 
Circle in the Midwest.  For 2011, our focus will be based on 
the message of the 17th card of the Major Arcana of the 
Tarot, The Star.  The theme we are working on from this 
card is ‘Let your Inner Star Light Your Path.’  We will give 
preference to workshops, classes, and discussions relating to 
our theme, or how transformation and new opportunities will 
affect your life.”  (And don't forget to stop by the ADF 
Suite!)  2/24-2/27, The MET Hotel, 5500 Crooks Rd., Troy 

Helping the Huron 
Stonefly Search: Join a team that searches for stoneflies in 
creeks to learn about stream conditions in the Huron River.  

(You must register in advance for this! jmartin@hrwc.org or 
734-769-5971) 1/29, 9-3 pm or 10-4 pm, meet at NEW 
Center 

Run for your lives—the Biddies are coming! 
 

The Brídeog is our annual Imbolc tradition, in which the rowdy (maybe not too rowdy) Biddies travel 
from house to house with our Bríd dolly, demanding an offering of non-perishable food items (later 
donated to Food Gatherers) and bringing a Bríd Cross (made from the Grove’s own wheat straw) and the 
goddess’ blessings to our homes. This year’s Brideog will be on the evening of January 29th. To make 
sure we have enough Biddies this year, we will be requiring everyone who wants their home visited to 
take part in the processional as well. (It’s very easy to do both!) If you’re interested, contact Rob at 
robh@shininglakes.org or (734) 277-1897. 
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Addresses: 
Borders Books and Music: 3527 Washtenaw, Ann Arbor 
Friends Meeting: 1420 Hill St., Ann Arbor 

NEW Center: 1100 N. Main, Ann Arbor 
Rod and Liz’s: 263 Larkspur, Ann Arbor, (734) 998-1029
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