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Wondering About Modern Takes  
On Ancient Lore 

As a child, before I had 
any inkling that I might 

end up being a neo-
Hellenic polytheist some day, I 
understood the power of Greek 
legend and how it could still 

shape our view of the modern 
world.  It wasn’t from reading the stories 

of ancient Hellas, though I read plenty of those.  It 
wasn’t from movies showing Greek heroes fighting the 
monsters of legend, though I saw a fair number of those 
too.  No, it was the story of an Amazonian princess 
fighting 20th century villains that captivated me on a 
weekly basis during my formative years.  Wonder Woman 
felt like a myth come to life, and even knowing that it was 
fiction (and during the later seasons, getting old enough to 
grasp how dumb the plots were), her stories more than 
any of those old and dusty legends made me feel like we 
could change the world for the better right now.  And it 
had a lasting influence on me: I honestly cannot remember 
ever thinking that superheroes couldn’t be women, and 
would later be puzzled when others told me that. 
 And like many of you, I spent the following decades 
waiting for another screen adaptation featuring the 
character.  Sure, I was a big fan of George Pérez’s run on 
the comic book thirty years ago, but I also know how few 
people actually read comics compared to other media.  
But as the ‘70s TV version slowly slipped into retro-hood, 
and other superheroes got reboot after reboot in the 
theaters, nobody could quite make it happen for Princess 
Diana.  Until a few weeks ago, when Patty Jenkins’ 
Wonder Woman was finally released to critical acclaim 
and financial success. 
 So now that I well and truly am a neo-Hellene, what 
do I make of those aspects of the movie?  Generally 
speaking, I’m not thrilled with any work of fiction that 
features the death of the Theoi.  I get that this isn’t 
anything personal on the part of the filmmakers.  Often 
they’re using this to address the decline of faith in the 
modern world, and since they can’t get away with a story 
about the death of a monotheistic god, they show the 
deaths of the most recognizable gods they can get away 

with.  Plus, the filmmakers likely don’t know that anyone 
alive today still honors those deities.  And either way, it’s 
a work of fiction that doesn’t have anything to do with the 
reality of the spirits one way or the other, and I don’t want 
to be “that guy” who makes a big deal out of such a movie.  
(If I were to have a hissy fit every time I thought a work of 
fiction got the gods wrong, I’d still be bug-eyed and twitchy 
from having read American Gods fifteen years ago.) 
 And Ares as the villain who wants to kill all humans?  
Not the way I think of him, but at least it’s consistent with 
the various Wonder Woman comic book stories over the 
years, and it was kind of a relief not to see Hades get 
stuck in that role yet again. 
 So, okay, not the start I would personally have hoped 
for, but the rest of the story more than made up for it.  
The great Amazon warriors of a legend are shown as… 
great warriors!  And have a functioning society to boot.  
And while I don’t know of any primary source material in 
which the Amazons go out of their way to save other 
people, Diana herself absolutely fits the role of an ancient 
Greek hero: conflicted, but ultimately choosing to risk 
herself to save others.  Fans of the monomyth will not be 
disappointed. 
 So the real question for me isn’t how accurate it is to 
the reality of the ancient world (though it might have been 
nice to see those white marble buildings on Themiscyra 
painted in bright colors) or the lore of our spiritual 
ancestors (which can be as full of contradictions as any 
long-running comic book series) but whether this story 
inspires the people of today, and 
especially the children of today, as 
much as the ‘70s version 
inspired me.  Time will 
tell, but the response to 
the movie so far gives me 
a lot of hope, which is 
ultimately what heroes are 
all about.  
 
Yours in service to the 
Kindreds and the Grove,  
 Rev. Rob Henderson, Senior Druid 



Nominations may be sent to: 
Shining Lakes Grove, ADF 

PO Box 3901, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
Rob Henderson (robh@shininglakes.org) 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
It’s time to think about elections for new Grove officers. 
Please consider your nominations carefully; the person you 
nominate (and this could be you) should be willing and able 
to devote the time necessary to fulfill the duties of the office. 
Nominees must also be full current members of both Shining 
Lakes Grove and ADF when they take office at Samhain.  
The names of those nominated must be received in writing by 
the Election Committee on or before August 15, 2017.  

Following is a description of the offices that are up for 
election this year.  

Senior Druid – The Senior Druid (SD) is responsible for the 
spiritual welfare and unity of the Grove. The SD shall have 
the right to be a member of all committees and may chose to 
attend any meeting or event of the Grove or its subgroups. 
The SD is responsible for reviewing all of the officer Grove 
reports as forwarded by the Grove Administrator and for 
submitting them to the ADF Archdruid and Scribe. The SD is 
responsible for public relations and community networking 
activities of the Grove, or for the delegation of those activities 
as needed. The SD is responsible for supervision of all 
liturgical activities within the Grove. The SD is responsible 
for supervision of any Grove cosmological, historical, or 
theological educational endeavors sponsored by the Leadership 
Council. The SD is responsible for training a successor to this 
position. The SD is answerable to the Leadership Council. 
The term of the office of Senior Druid shall be three years. 

Grove Administrator – The Grove Administrator (GA) 
shall be responsible for leading and supervising the business 
activities of the Grove. The GA shall run the business 
meetings and have the right to be a member of any 
committee of the Leadership Council. The GA shall be 
responsible for maintaining a reasonable level of service 
(including but not limited to making sure there are High Day 
rites, Grove newsletters, and regular business meetings) to 
the membership of Shining Lakes Grove by the Leadership 
Council, or for delegating that service in the absence of 
elected officers. The GA shall have the fiduciary and 
fundraising responsibility for the Grove, subject to guidance 
of the Leadership Council. The GA shall be responsible for 
compiling a quarterly Grove report to be sent to the Senior 
Druid for the ADF Archdruid and Scribe and is responsible 
for collecting, reviewing, and forwarding to the SD all other 
officer's quarterly reports. The GA is answerable to the 
Leadership Council. The term of the office of Grove 
Administrator shall be one year.  

Pursewarden/Registrar – shall sign all checks, drafts, and 
other instruments for the Grove; shall have custody of all 
monies of the Grove received or disbursed; shall deposit all 
monies and valuables in the name of and to the credit of 
Shining Lakes Grove, ADF in such banks or other financial 
institutions as designated. Shall be responsible for keeping 
the Grove's financial records according to generally accepted 
accounting principles for nonprofit organizations. Shall 
provide written financial and membership reports to the 
leadership Council at each Grove business meeting. Shall 

keep all 
membership 
records, 
members’ voting tallies and subscription records; shall 
maintain strict confidentiality of the membership list as 
deemed by each member. Candidates to the office of 
Pursewarden/Registrar shall have accounting, computing and 
record keeping skills necessary for the functions of this office. 
The Pursewarden/Registrar is responsible for compiling a 
quarterly report of financial transactions, fund-raising 
activities, and membership levels to be sent to the Mother 
Grove after review by the Senior Druid. The Pursewarden/ 
Registrar is also required to compile an annual report. The 
term of the office of Pursewarden/Registrar shall be two years. 

Scribe – The Scribe shall record minutes of all general and 
Leadership Council meetings and keep records of the proceedings 
of all committees (to be submitted by each committee head), 
and may perform other duties that would otherwise be 
performed by a Corporate Secretary. Candidates for the office 
of the Scribe shall have the ability to take minutes and have 
computing skills. The Scribe is responsible for compiling a 
quarterly report of Grove events to be sent to the Mother 
Grove after being reviewed by the Grove Administrator and 
Senior Druid. The term of the office of Scribe shall be one year.  

Chronicler – The Chronicler shall be responsible for 
production of all Grove literature including, but not limited to, 
Grove announcements and Grove newsletter. All publications 
will be subject to the approval of the Leadership Council. 
Candidates for the office of Chronicler shall have demonstrated 
skills in writing and desktop publishing and access to the 
necessary equipment to complete the requirements of this 
office. The term of the office of Chronicler shall be one year.  

Public Relations Coordinator – The Public Relations 
Coordinator (PRC) shall be responsible for communication of 
Grove activities through publication and advertising in non-
Grove publications and other media. The PRC shall also be 
responsible for performance or delegation of customs and 
traditions of hospitality observed by the Grove. The PRC shall 
be responsible for general member services and respond to all 
membership inquiries and complaints as necessary. The term 
of the office of Public Relations Coordinator shall be one year.  

Youth Activities Coordinator – The Youth Activities 
Coordinator (YAC) shall be responsible for the youth 
religious education program. Program materials will focus on 
daily practice as well as celebration of the High Day Rituals. 
The materials will be reviewed by the Liturgists to ensure 
that they are appropriate for the ritual as well as to coordinate 
the appropriate time(s) for children to participate in the High 
Day celebration. Program materials will also be reviewed by 
the Leadership Council. The YAC will ensure that materials 
are provided to all families with children to help them 
integrate religious practice into their daily lives as well as to 
celebrate our eight High Days. The YAC is not responsible 
for providing child-care services. The term of office for the 
Youth Activities Coordinator shall be one year.



SLG Leadership Council 

Senior Druid 
Rob Henderson robh@shininglakes.org 

Assistant Senior Druid 
Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net 

Administrator 
Noal McDonald dharzhak@yahoo.com 

Scribe 
Position Open 
Pursewarden 

Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net 
Chronicler 

Genevieve Stoyak gstoyak@gmail.com 

Public Relations Coordinator 
Position Open 

Youth Activities Coordinator 
Position Open 

Shining Lakes News (©2017) is published by Shining 
Lakes Grove, ADF, PO Box 3901, Ann Arbor, MI, 

48106, (734) 277-1897.  For information about SLN, 
contact the Chronicler at gstoyak@gmail.com or (734) 

262-1462.  For information about Shining Lakes Grove, 
please contact the Senior Druid at (734) 277-1897 or 

robh@shininglakes.org, or visit www.shininglakes.org. 

Grove Calendar: Summer Solstice to Fall Equinox 
Rituals 

Liturgists’ Roundtable—Ritual Planning:  Help us 
plan our Lughnasadh and Fall Equinox rituals.  All 
welcome.  7/25, 9/5, 7-9 pm at Sweetwaters 

Lughnasadh Rite:  Come join us as we honor Lugh, our 
trial patron god. There will be a raffle and potluck 
following the ritual. All welcome.  8/6, 2-5 pm at 
Fox/Marisol’s 

Fall Equinox Rite:  Will we be doing our usual ritual to 
honor our river mother Ana, or will we be doing 
something completely different?  Be there to find out! 
There will be a raffle and potluck following the ritual. 
All welcome. 9/17, 2-5 pm at Fox/Marisol’s 

Helping the Huron 

River Roundup:  Collect water and insect samples from 
streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron River 
Watershed Council. (You must register in advance for 
this! http://www.hrwc.org/volunteer/roundup/)  10/14, 9 
am-3pm or 11 am-5pm, meet at NEW Center, 1100 N. 
Main St., Ann Arbor 

Bug ID Day: Count the insect samples we collected 
from streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron 
River Watershed Council.  (You must register in 
advance for this! http://www.hrwc.org/volunteer/id-day/)  
10/29, 12-2 pm or 2-4 pm, NEW Center, 1100 N. Main 
St., Ann Arbor 

Meetings 

SLG Business Meeting:  Discussion of general business and 
setting of the calendar.  7/11, 8/8, 9/12, 7-9 at Rob’s (online 
access will also be available) 

Festivals 

Huron River Day:  Food, fun, music, and educational 
exhibits celebrating our favorite river.  7/9, 12– 4 pm, 
Gallup Park, Ann Arbor (call (734) 794-6240 or visit 
www.a2gov.org/HRD) 

Summerland Festival:  An ADF Unity Festival and Pagan 
Spiritual Retreat   8/17-20, Camp Clifton, Yellow Springs, 
Ohio (http://6thnight.org/SL2017prereg.php) 

Midnight Flame Festival:  Come join us at ADF’s only 
festival in the region! At The Midnight Flame Festival you 
will enjoy camping at a site that allows for tent, RV, or even 
cabin camping, lectures and workshops, shopping, as well as 
opportunities to vend, rituals, fellowship, and fun!   9/7-10, 
Chain O Lakes Campground, Bellaire, Michigan 
(http://www.grovemidnightsun.org/midnightflame.html) 

Ann Arbor Pagan Pride Day:  Join us as we celebrate our 
local Pagan community with workshops, vendors, and more!  
9/23, 11 am – 6 pm, Community Park at Washtenaw 
Community College, Ann Arbor 
(http://annarborpaganpride.org/) 

Social Events 

Coffee Hour:  Join us for our monthly discussion of 
interesting topics.  6/23, 7/28, 8/25, 9/29, 8-11 pm at 
Sweetwaters

SLG Quarterly Service Project 

For our quarterly service project, we will be 
collecting food and other items for the 
Humane Society of Huron Valley.  Please 
bring donations to the Lughnasadh ritual. 

The Humane Society is always looking for 
supplies such as towels, blankets, pet food, 
litter, and cotton cloth for dog bandanas, as 
well as monetary donations and gift cards for 
places like Amazon.com, pet supply stores, 
and office supply stores. 

For a complete list of what they can and 
cannot accept, please check out the Wish List 
on their website at http://www.hshv.org. 
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Addresses: 
Fox/Marisol’s, 49 Tiplady Rd., Pinckney 734-417-4514 
Gallup Park, 3300 Fuller Rd., Ann Arbor 
P NEW Center: 1100 N. Main, Ann Arbor 

Rob’s, 330 Chidester St. #812, Ypsilanti, (734) 277-1897 
Sweetwaters, 3393 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor 
WCC Community Park, 4800 E. Huron River Dr., Ann Arbor 
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