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The Search for Sacred Space 
ong ago—so long ago that even I hadn’t yet joined—

this Grove set out to build a community centered 
around studying the religious practices of the 
Ancients and finding meaningful ways to apply 

them to our modern lives. During that time, as the need has 
arisen, we’ve developed a saining ritual for our youngest 
children, rites of passage for our youths, and rituals for 
contacting and pledging to the spirits, for penitence and 
reconciliation, and for joinings and departures. Sometimes 
we had ample opportunity to prepare in advance, and 
sometimes we had to deal with something suddenly.  And 
now we find ourselves in one of those times once again. 
 As most of you know by now, we’ve lost access to our 
nemeton at the Cavallo Equestrian Centre because the 
owner had to sell it to avoid foreclosure (I’ve checked, 
Lyn is doing fine now), and the new owners are unwilling 
to antagonize their neighbors by letting us continue to use 
it.  (And given the incidents we had with the neighbors at 
our Beltaine, it might not be safe to return even if we were 
allowed.)  It’s a position we’ve only found ourselves in 
once before, and given how little money we’ve had to 
work with, it’s actually pretty impressive that we’ve 
managed to do public ritual for twenty-two years  while 
only needing two different sites for our outdoor rites. 
 Many of you still remember the Botsford Recreational 
Preserve, of course.  From 1994 to 2011 we slowly turned 
a clearing there into a nemeton, with a removable bilé and 
culture-specifics shrines.  We were very fortunate to find 
“Grandpa Don” Botsford, who, while not a Pagan of any 
sort himself, was very friendly to our Grove and our love 
of nature.  But as we know from nature, nothing lives 
forever, and Don was no exception.  I know that I was 
hoping one of his three children would inherit the property 
and continue to operate it as a nature preserve and let us 
keep meeting there, but they decided they’d rather have 
the cash.  (And the property remains unsold five years 
later, so it looks like they didn’t even get that.)  (But 
maybe it’s fitting that the Nature Spirits who live there 
have effectively inherited it for their own use!) 
 With a few months’ grace period to find a new site, 
we were lucky enough to be put in touch with Lyn, who 
was just as friendly to our Grove as Don was.  We 
managed to get a temporary nemeton built that spring, out 
in the field next to the horse paddock.  I know most of you 
weren’t thrilled with how out in the open the space felt 
(and in the summer when the sun was beating down on us, 
I agreed with you) but I wanted to make sure that it was a 

good place for us to build and maintain our relationships 
with both the human owner and the local land spirits.  One 
year later, we found a clearing in the woods that made a 
great nemeton, and that’s where we started the process of 
connecting to the space and the spirits once again—a 
process we had to end abruptly last month. 
 So now we have a temporary site lined up for the 
remainder of this year’s outdoor rites.  I personally had no 
intention of settling for the first permanent site we could 
find when we were “on the rebound,” and this gives us the 
opportunity to take a few months to find the best possible 
site for us to start again. 
 So where do other ADF Groves hold their rituals?  
Strange as it may seem to us SLuGs, most Groves use 
parks and other public spaces.  We’re not the only Grove 
that doesn’t have a whole lot of cash being donated to our 
land fund, and parks are accessible.  (Our Grove in New 
York City does its rites in Central Park, and I would love to 
attend one day to see how that works!)  While there are a 
handful of Groves out there that own their own land (most 
notably CedarLight Grove in Baltimore), public spaces are 
most common for our public rites.  I can understand why 
we’d be hesitant to do this ourselves—in a group that 
defines itself by its relationships with the Kindreds, our 
relationship with our sacred spaces has been a big part of 
our identity—but we should keep it in mind as an option. 
 Buying our own land is a theoretical option, but, yeah, 
we have $300 in our checking account right now.  Of 
course, if any of you donate $895,000 to our land fund, we 
can buy the Botsford Preserve and move back! 
 So we’ll spend the next few months looking at various 
sites (we’ve already had two offers) and make offerings and 
perform trance work and divination at those sites to see if 
the land spirits seem friendly to our Grove.  If you’d like 
to be part of this process, keep an eye on our mailing list, 
I’ll announce special An Bruane sessions for us to gather 
there and do the work.  We know that the nomadic tribes 
of Europe would look for natural omens when seeking a 
new place to live.  The sudden and unexpected loss of our 
nemeton may not be the circumstances in which I wanted 
to do this work, but then, the Ancients wouldn’t move to a 
new land unless something serious had happened, so we 
have that in common. And now we have another chance to 
create new practices for our modern form of Druidry, and 
pass it down to our descendents.  It may be hard to see it 
from here, but those descendents will know that this part 
of our story has a happy ending. 
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
It’s time to think about elections for new Grove officers. Please 
consider your nominations carefully; the person you nominate (and 
this could be you) should be willing and able to devote the time 
necessary to fulfill the duties of the office. Nominees must also be full current 
members of both Shining Lakes Grove and ADF when they take office at 
Samhain.  The names of those nominated must be received in writing by the 
Election Committee on or before August 15, 2016.  

Following is a description of the offices that are up for election this year. 

Grove Administrator - The Grove Administrator (GA) shall be responsible for 
leading and supervising the business activities of the Grove. The GA shall run 
the business meetings and have the right to be a member of any committee of 
the Leadership Council. The GA shall be responsible for maintaining a 
reasonable level of service (including but not limited to making sure there are 
High Day rites, Grove newsletters, and regular business meetings) to the 
membership of Shining Lakes Grove by the Leadership Council, or for 
delegating that service in the absence of elected officers. The GA shall have the 
fiduciary and fundraising responsibility for the Grove, subject to guidance of the 
Leadership Council. The GA shall be responsible for compiling a quarterly 
Grove report to be sent to the Senior Druid for the ADF Archdruid and Scribe 
and is responsible for collecting, reviewing, and forwarding to the SD all other 
officer's quarterly reports. The GA is answerable to the Leadership Council. The 
term of the office of Grove Administrator shall be one year.  
Scribe – The Scribe shall record minutes of all general and Leadership Council 
meetings and keep records of the proceedings of all committees (to be submitted 
by each committee head), and may perform other duties that would otherwise be 
performed by a Corporate Secretary. Candidates for the office of the Scribe 
shall have the ability to take minutes and have computing skills. The Scribe is 
responsible for compiling a quarterly report of Grove events to be sent to the 
Mother Grove after being reviewed by the Grove Administrator and Senior 
Druid. The term of the office of Scribe shall be one year.  
Chronicler – The Chronicler shall be responsible for the production of all Grove 
literature including, but not limited to, Grove announcements and newsletter. All 
publications will be subject to the approval of the Leadership Council. Candidates 
for the office of Chronicler shall have demonstrated skills in writing and desktop 
publishing and access to the necessary equipment to complete the requirements 
of this office. The term of the office of Chronicler shall be one year.  
Public Relations Coordinator – The Public Relations Coordinator (PRC) shall 
be responsible for communication of Grove activities through publication and 
advertising in non-Grove publications and other media. The PRC shall also be 
responsible for performance or delegation of customs and traditions of hospitality 
observed by the Grove. The PRC shall be responsible for general member 
services and respond to all membership inquiries and complaints as necessary. 
The term of the office of Public Relations Coordinator shall be one year.  
Youth Activities Coordinator – The Youth Activities Coordinator (YAC) shall 
be responsible for the youth religious education program. Program materials will 
focus on daily practice as well as celebration of High Day Rituals. Materials will 
be reviewed by the Liturgists to ensure they are appropriate for the ritual as well 
as to coordinate the appropriate time(s) for children to participate in the High Day 
celebration. Program materials will also be reviewed by the Leadership Council. 
The YAC will ensure that materials are provided to all families with children to 
help them integrate religious practice into their daily lives as well as to celebrate 
our eight High Days. The YAC is not responsible for providing child-care services. 
The term of office for the Youth Activities Coordinator shall be one year. 



Grove Calendar: Summer Solstice to Fall Equinox 
Rituals 

Liturgists’ Roundtable—Ritual Planning:  Help us 
plan our Lughnasadh and Fall Equinox rituals.  All 
welcome.  7/19, 9/20, 7-9 pm at Sweetwaters 

Lughnasadh Rite:  Come join us as we honor Lugh, our 
trial patron god. There will be a raffle and potluck 
following the ritual. All welcome.  7/31, 2-5 pm at Jan’s 

Fall Equinox Rite:  Will we be doing our usual ritual to 
honor our river mother Ana, or will we be doing 
something completely different?  Be there to find out! 
There will be a raffle and potluck following the ritual. 
All welcome. 9/25, 2-5 pm at Jan’s 

Helping the Huron 

River Roundup:  Collect water and insect samples from 
streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron River 
Watershed Council. (You must register in advance for 
this! jfrenzel@hrwc.org)  10/8, 9 am-3pm or 11 am-
5pm, meet at NEW Center, 1100 N. Main St., Ann 
Arbor 

Bug ID Day: Count the insect samples we collected 
from streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron 
River Watershed Council.  (You must register in 
advance for this! jfrenzel@hrwc.org)  10/16, 12-2 pm or 
2-4 pm, NEW Center, 1100 N. Main St., Ann Arbor 

Meetings 

SLG Business Meeting:  Discussion of general business and 
setting of the calendar.  7/12, 8/9, 9/13, 7-9 at Rob’s (online 
access will also be available) 

Festivals 

Summerland Festival:  An ADF Unity Festival and Pagan 
Spiritual Retreat   8/18-21, Camp Clifton, Yellow Springs, 
Ohio (http://www.6thnight.org/?q=node/19) 

Midnight Flame Festival:  Come join us at ADF’s only 
festival in the region! At The Midnight Flame Festival you 
will enjoy camping at a site that allows for tent, RV, or even 
cabin camping, lectures and workshops, shopping, as well as 
opportunities to vend, rituals, fellowship, and fun!   9/8-11, 
Chain O Lakes Campground, Bellaire, Michigan 
(http://www.grovemidnightsun.org/midnightflame.html) 

Ann Arbor Pagan Pride Day:  Join us as we celebrate our 
local Pagan community with workshops, vendors, and more!  
9/17, 11 am – 6 pm, Community Park at Washtenaw 
Community College, Ann Arbor 
(http://annarborpaganpride.org/) 

Social Events 

Coffee Hour:  Join us for our monthly discussion of 
interesting topics.  6/24, 7/22, 8/26, 9/30, 8-11 pm at 
Sweetwaters 

AFC Ann Arbor Match:  This year's summer Grove outing 
will be to watch the Mighty Oak, Ann Arbor's own soccer 
team!  7/3, 1-3 pm at Pioneer High School 
 
 
 
 

Huron River Day 
Sunday, July 10, 12pm to 4 pm / Gallup Park, Ann Arbor 

Thirty two years ago the Huron River Day Celebration began as a way to encourage partnerships among government, 
private, and non-profit organizations and to educate citizens about the importance of water quality and Huron River 
preservation.  Each year, this event draws approximately 2,500 people from the Ann Arbor community to celebrate the 
Huron River.  Activities include: 
• $5 Canoe & Kayak rentals 
• Children's Activity Tent with art and 

science fun 
• Live animal program  
• Butterfly House 

• Fun river exhibits 
• Photo booth with canoes and kids 
• Kids Envirochallenge  
• Stand Up Paddleboard demos 
• Classic Small Boat Show 

• Fishing fun 
• Live music from Joe Reilly, Gemini, 

and Wire in the Wood 
• Food vendors: Pilar's Tamales, Dad’s 

Dogs, and Mity Nice shaved ice 

For more information about Huron River Day, please call (734) 794-6240 or visit www.a2gov.org/HRD
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Addresses: 
Jan’s, 11623 Lisa Lori Lane, South Lyon  
Gallup Park, 3300 Fuller Rd., Ann Arbor 
Pioneer High School, 601 W. Stadium, Ann Arbor 

Rob’s, 330 Chidester St. #812, Ypsilanti, (734) 277-1897 
Sweetwaters, 3393 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor 
WCC Community Park, 4800 E. Huron River Dr., Ann Arbor 
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