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On Public Paganism & Public Access Television 
y first thought upon seeing the studio 

was, “I’ve found it!  It’s the Sea of 
Green from ‘Yellow Submarine’!”  
I’ve seen green-screens before, walls 

or screens of that bright shade of green that my 
Peruvian friend in college called “verde jipi” (hippie 
green), but I’d never seen such a large area of walls 
and floor painted that color.  I was glad that the ADF 
logo shirt I was wearing was a much darker shade, or 
this interview with a Druid might have become the 
interview with the Druid’s head floating in space.  
And so I wheeled myself into the Sea of Green and 
turned around to face the camera. 
 It had started a few days earlier, when I got a 
phone call on the Grove phone line asking for 
“someone from Shining Lakes” to call back.  
Returning such calls can be weird (there’s a fellow on 
the west side of the state who occasionally calls us 
looking for an exorcist) but being a leader in ADF 
means being a public face of Paganism, so I called 
back.  The young woman said she was working on a 
“project” and wanted to do a video interview with me 
and could she e-mail me the details?  “Project” could 
mean any number of things, like a school project 
(which I’ve been interviewed for before), but hey, 
I’m the public face of Paganism around here, and I’m 
up for most things, so I agreed. 
 The e-mail revealed the nature of the project: She 
was with Community Television Network, the public 
access network on Ann Arbor’s cable system.  She 
was doing a documentary on various religions and 
the ways in which they are discriminated against in 
our society.  A decent topic, but not one I think I can 
be much help with, because I practice in Ann Arbor 
and everyone around here bends over backwards to 
be nice to minorities.  Still, public face of Paganism, 
and if the answer is “I’ve only run into discrimination 
very infrequently,” then I need to get out there and 
say that. 
 The e-mail also mentioned that I should bring any 
materials I needed for prayer.  Hmm?  There’s a 
prayer involved?  Now I was intrigued.  What’s the 
topic of the prayer we’re supposed to be doing, and 

how much time do I have for it?  “Oh, um, a general 
blessing for health or peace, and however long you 
want.”  So can I bring altar items and perform an 
actual offering rite, or just do spoken word?  
“Actually, we probably have time for both, if you 
want to do both.”  Public face of Paganism or not, the 
chance to create and perform liturgy for unusual 
situations always guarantees my interest. 
 Thankfully, Krista (the documentarian) had given 
me a few days notice, so arranging transportation 
through my ride service wasn’t a problem.  The 
biggest impediment to me doing any work on behalf 
of the Grove these days is just getting myself there.  
With no car that I can legally drive without feet, even 
getting from Ypsilanti to Belleville is about as 
difficult as booking a flight to Mars.  And getting into 
private homes that don’t have access ramps presents 
its own challenges.  But the studio was within the 
Ann Arbor area covered by my ride service, and of 
course the office building was accessible, so as soon 
as the person being interviewed ahead of me was 
done, into the Sea of Green I went. 
 She’d provided me with the list of questions in 
advance, so no surprises there.  The one I had a hard 
time figuring out an answer for was what insulting 
words people called 
us.  The best I could 
come up with was 
“godless heathens,” 
so expect to see 
me saying that a 
few times in the 
finished program.  
After that, I said the 
prayer a few times, 
once with “bíodh sé 
amhlaidh” at the end so 
she’d have some non-
English words to use if 
she wants 
to make 
us look 
exotic. 
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 “I call for the blessings of peace upon us all. 
 May the Ancestors support us, 
 May the Nature Spirits surround us, 
 May the Shining Ones watch over us, 
 And may the light of the fire touch us all.” 
I also did a very stripped-down offering rite with just my altar-in-an-
Altoid-tin and my Ana statue.  Happily, Krista did manage to get 
permission for me to actually light the candle!  (I brought a red 
carnelian stone to place in the candle as a faux flame, if needed.)  It’ll 
be interesting to see how much of that gets shown, as I don’t know 
what balance she’s looking to show between talking and practice.  
Once the ritual was done, I recorded some of the hashtags she’s 
considering including with the show (a first for any interview I’ve 
done) and I was on my way home from the Sea of Green. 
 While I was waiting for my ride, I asked Krista which other 
groups she was interviewing, and she surprised me a bit by telling me 
that we weren’t the first Pagan group she’d called.  Apparently she 
left several phone messages with another Ann Arbor area group, but 
they were never returned, so she ended up going to WitchVox, saw 
our listing there, and since I actually returned her call, she went with 
us.  I suppose I should be a little disappointed that we weren’t her 
first choice (maybe we should work on our search engine 
optimization with Google?), but I’m certainly glad that I could be 
there and take part in this project.  As an ADF Priest, I am often 
inspired by Isaac’s “Vision of ADF” essay (except for the Earth 
Mother bits), and getting ourselves out there and letting the public 
know what Paganism is about is important to me, and I will do that as 
often as this aging and imperfect body will allow. 
The program should be turning up on CTN between one and three 
weeks from now.  Once I know the exact time and date, I’ll let 
everyone know.  CTN has an online streaming service, so folks 
outside the Ann Arbor area should be able to view it. 

 Yours in service to the Kindreds and the Grove,  
 Rev. Rob Henderson, Senior Druid 

Time for Officer Nominations!
It’s time for our yearly election cycle to begin once again!  Keep an 
eye out in your inbox, or on our Facebook and Google+ groups, for 
our official Call for Nominations this week!  In the meantime, think 
about who you’d like to nominate for: 

• Administrator 
• Pursewarden/Registrar 
• Scribe 
• Chronicler 
• Youth Activities Coordinator 
• Public Relations Coordinator 

Nominations will be due on August 15th. 



Grove Calendar: Summer Solstice to Fall Equinox 
Rituals 

An Bruane:  Rituals and advanced spiritual exploration 
for those who wish to go beyond the standard High Day 
rites. Members only, please.  7/28, 9/1, 7-9 pm at Rob’s 

Liturgists’ Roundtable—Ritual Planning:  Help us 
plan our Lughnasadh and Fall Equinox rituals.  All 
welcome.  7/21, 9/15, 7-9 pm at Sweetwaters 

Fire Watch:  We follow the traditions of our ancestors 
and light the hearth fire the night before ritual.  8/1, 8:30-
10:30pm; 9/19, 7-9 pm at Cavallo 

Lughnasadh Rite:  Come join us as we honor Lugh, our 
trial patron god. There will be a raffle and potluck 
following the ritual. All welcome.  8/2, 2-5 pm at 
Cavallo 

Fall Equinox Rite:  Will we be doing our usual ritual to 
honor our river mother Ana, or will we be doing 
something completely different?  Be there to find out! 
There will be a raffle and potluck following the ritual. 
All welcome. 9/20, 2-5 pm at Cavallo 

Helping the Huron 

River Roundup:  Collect water and insect samples from 
streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron River 
Watershed Council. (You must register in advance for 
this! jfrenzel@hrwc.org)  10/3, 9 am-3pm or 11 am-
5pm, meet at NEW Center, 1100 N. Main St., Ann 
Arbor 

Bug ID Day: Count the insect samples we collected 
from streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron 
River Watershed Council.  (You must register in 
advance for this! jfrenzel@hrwc.org)  10/11, 12-2 pm or 
2-4 pm, NEW Center, 1100 N. Main St., Ann Arbor 

Meetings 

SLG Business Meeting:  Discussion of general business and 
setting of the calendar.  7/14, 8/11, 9/8, 7-9 at Panera 

Festivals 

Detroit Pagan Pride Day:  Pagan Pride Detroit is the 
Greater Detroit chapter of the Pagan Pride Project, a global 
non-profit dedicated to the elimination of prejudice and 
religious discrimination.  Our primary mission is to foster 
pride in Greater Detroit’s Pagan identity through education, 
activism, charity and community.   8/8, 10 am- 7pm, Green 
Acres Park, 899 W. Mapledale Ave., Hazel Park 

Sunmmerland Festival:  An ADF Unity Festival and Pagan 
Spiritual Retreat   8/13-16, Camp Clifton, Yellow Springs, 
Ohio (http://www.6thnight.org/summerland.html) 

Midnight Flame Festival:  Come join us at ADF’s only 
festival in the region! At The Midnight Flame Festival you 
will enjoy camping at a site that allows for tent, RV, or even 
cabin camping, lectures and workshops, shopping, as well as 
opportunities to vend, rituals, fellowship, and fun!   9/10-13, 
Chain O Lakes Campground, Bellaire, Michigan 
(http://www.grovemidnightsun.org/midnightflame.html) 

Social Events 

Coffee Hour:  Join us for our monthly discussion of 
interesting topics.  6/26, 7/24, 8/28, 9/25, 8-11 pm at 
Sweetwaters 

Grove Picnic:  We’ll visit Gallup Park for Huron River Day, 
enjoy a picnic together, and perform a brief rite to collect our 
Grove’s blessed water for the coming year.  All welcome.  
7/12, 12-4, Gallup Park 
 
 
 

Huron River Day 
Sunday, July 12, 12pm to 4 pm / Gallup Park, Ann Arbor 

More than years ago the Huron River Day Celebration began as a way to encourage partnerships among government, 
private, and non-profit organizations and to educate citizens about the importance of water quality and Huron River 
preservation.  Each year, this event draws approximately 2,500 people from the Ann Arbor community to celebrate the 
Huron River.  Activities include: 

• $5 Canoe & Kayak rentals 
• Children's Activity Tent with art and 

science fun 
• Live animal program with the Leslie 

Science & Nature Center 
 

• Butterfly House 
• Fun river exhibits 
• Photo booth with canoes and kids 
• Kids Envirochallenge  
• Stand Up Paddleboard demos 

 

• Classic Small Boat Show 
• Fishing fun 
• UM Museum of Natural History stream 

table  
• Live music, food vendors, and more!

For more information about Huron River Day, please call (734) 794-6240 or visit www.a2gov.org/HRD
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Addresses: 
Cavallo Farms, 2185 N. Harris Rd., Ypsilanti  
Gallup Park, 3300 Fuller Rd., Ann Arbor 
NEW Center, 100 N. Main St., Ann Arbor 
 

Panera Bread, 1773 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor 
Rob’s, 330 Chidester St. #812, Ypsilanti, (734) 277-1897 
Sweetwaters, 3393 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor 
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