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Summertime Fun with the SLuGs 
ummer is usually a slow time for Grove 
activities.  Between people going out of 
town for festivals, people going out of 
town for vacations, and people hiding 
indoors with the air conditioning, turnout 

is always a little lower than at other times of the year.  
(And we’re not the only congregation where this 
happens; I know that my dad’s old Unitarian church 
always shut down for August for that reason.)  
Obviously I don’t want to tell people not to spend 
time at festivals or with their families (as though 
anyone would listen to me if I did) but I do want to 
make sure everyone knows that we still have plenty 
of interesting summer activities for folks who are still 
in town. 
 First up will be our Lughnasadh ritual on July 
29th. This is the ritual where we honor our tribal 
patron god, Lugh.  We won’t be having a huge 
workshop schedule like we used to, although we 
might fit one in on Sunday after the rite.  But for 
those who can stop by Fire Watch the night before 
the rite, we will be having a group guided meditation 
in an attempt to contact a horse god(dess) who wants 
to work with our Grove.  Having our new ritual site 
on a horse farm has definitely made an impression on 
some of us, and I’d like to explore the possibility of 
adding a new deity to our Grove pantheon for 
the first time since 1996. 
 The following weekend, the Huron 
River Watershed Council will have 
the leader training session for the 
stream mapping session we’ve 
volunteered for.  I’ll be there, and 
anyone else is welcome to join me 
and learn all about the procedures 
we’ll be using to do the mapping, 
but it’s absolutely not a requirement 
for you to attend if you want to help 
with the mapping.  We won’t know the 
date of our session until after the 
training, so please check our online 

calendar or our mailing list if you’re interested. 
 Sadly, attending the training session means I 
won’t be able to travel to Columbus, Ohio, to see 
Three Cranes Grove run their public Lughnasadh rite 
at the Dublin Irish Festival.  I did manage to go last 
year, and it was quite an experience.  Seeing a 
Druidic ritual with 400 people in attendance was like 
watching Isaac Bonewits’ vision of ADF come to life 
right before my eyes.  The rest of the Irish festival is 
pretty good too!  If you want to make the trip this 
year, let me know and I’ll check with our sister 
Grove to see if anyone can put you up for the night. 
 Speaking of big festivals in Ohio, the 
Summerland Festival takes place in the Dayton area a 
few weeks later.  Run by the local ADF Groves, this 
is a great chance to meet other ADF members and 
take part in ADF-specific rituals and workshops.  Our 
own Rodney Cox will be doing a big group ritual to 
contact the members of the court of the Norse 
goddess Sif.  Ian Corrigan did a similar working last 
year for Bríd, and I hope that Rodney’s efforts 
continue to expand development of the mystical 
traditions of ADF.  Oh, and the best part of this 
festival?  They have cabins!  No outdoor camping 
required! 

 If you’re not up for a trip to Ohio, that 
same weekend sees Detroit Pagan 

Pride Day being held in Hazel Park.  
I haven’t been to Detroit’s PPD for 
a few years, so I’m really not sure 

exactly what they’ve been doing 
lately.  But if you want to meet lots of 
local Pagans who aren’t in our Grove, 
that’s a good place to do it! 

 And finally, the weekend after Labor 
Day (the unofficial end of the summer in 
our culture), the Festival of the Midnight 
Flame will be held in Bellaire, about 
three and a half hours’ drive to our 
north.  Hosted by Grove of the Midnight 

Sun, this is the only ADF festival held in 



Michigan, or anywhere in the Upper Midwest Region 
of ADF.  It’s a fairly laid back festival compared to 
some, but I think I enjoy it more because of that.  
There are still plenty of rituals and workshops to 
attend, though, and this year, I’ll be leading a 
Hellenic rite.  And like Summerland, they also have 
cabins!  I’ve enjoyed Midnight Flame both times that 
I’ve gone, and I highly recommend it to everyone in 
our Grove. 
 And then the air will finally start to cool, the 
leaves will start to change colors, and fall will be 

with us once again, bringing its own holidays and 
experiences.  But until then, let’s enjoy the summer 
and its special opportunities for learning and 
fellowship.  (And let’s remember to wear sunscreen 
and drink plenty of water, too!) 
 
Yours in service to the Kindreds 
    and the Grove, 
Rev. Rob Henderson, Senior Druid 

Summertime Recipe: BLT Pasta Salad  
• 1 cup mayonnaise or 1 cup salad dressing  
• 1/4 cup lemon juice concentrate  
• 2 teaspoons sugar  
• 2 teaspoons chicken flavor instant bouillon  
• 1 (7 ounce) package rotini pasta or 1 (7 ounce) 

package other pastas, cooked and drained  
• 8 slices bacon, cooked and crumbled  
• 1 large tomato, seeded and chopped  
• 1/4 cup green onion, sliced  
• 4 cups lettuce, thinly sliced  
 

Directions: 
1. Combine mayonnaise, 

lemon juice, sugar 
and bouillon for the dressing. 

2. Combine rotini, bacon, tomato, and green onion. 

3. Toss the dressing with the pasta mixture. 

4. Just before serving, mix in the lettuce. 

—Contributed by Candy and Serena Brockman 
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Grove Calendar: Summer Solstice to Fall Equinox 

Rituals 

An Bruane: Rituals and advanced spiritual exploration 
for those who wish to go beyond the standard High Day 
rites.  Members only, please.  7/24, 9/18, 7-9 pm at 
Rob’s 

Liturgists’ Roundtable—Ritual Planning:  Help us 
plan our Lughnasadh and Fall Equinox rituals.  All 
welcome.  7/17, 9/11, 7-9 pm at Rob’s 

Fire Watch: We follow the traditions of our ancestors 
and keep the hearth fire burning the night before ritual.  
7/28, 9/22, Dusk at Cavallo 

Lughnasadh Festival: Come join us as we honor Lugh, 
our trial patron god. There will be a raffle and potluck 
following the ritual. All welcome.  7/29, 2-5 pm at 
Cavallo 

Fall Equinox Rite: Join us as we honor our river mother 
Ana and perform the Stag Dance.  There will be a raffle 
and potluck after the rite.  9/23, 2-5 pm at Cavallo 

Social Events 

Coffee Hour: Join us for our monthly discussion of 
interesting topics.  6/29, 8/3, 8/24, 9/28, 8-11 pm at 
Sweetwaters 

Meetings 

SLG Business Meeting: Discussion of general business 
and setting of the calendar.  7/11, 8/8, 9/12, 7-9 at 
Sweetwaters 

Festivals 

Druid Service: Three Cranes Grove leads a public 
Lughnasadh ritual as part of a three day Irish festival .  
Over 300 people were there last year, don’t miss the 
chance to be part of this experience!  8/5, 10:15 am, 
Dublin Irish Festival, Dublin, Ohio 
(http://www.dublinirishfestival.org/) 

Detroit Pagan Pride Day: Pagan Pride Detroit is the 
Greater Detroit chapter of the Pagan Pride Project, a global 
non-profit dedicated to the elimination of prejudice and 
religious discrimination.  Our primary mission is to foster 
pride in Greater Detroit’s Pagan identity through 
education, activism, charity and community.   8/18, 11 am, 
Green Acres Park, Hazel Park 
(http://paganpridedetroit.com/) 

Sunmmerland Festival: An ADF Unity Festival and 
Pagan Spiritual Retreat   8/16-19, Camp Clifton, Yellow 
Springs, Ohio 
(http://www.6thnight.org/summerland.html) 

Midnight Flame Festival: Come join us at ADF’s only 
festival in the region! At The Midnight Flame Festival you 
will enjoy camping at a site that allows for tent, RV, or 
even cabin camping, lectures and workshops, shopping, as 
well as opportunities to vend, rituals, fellowship, and fun!   
9/6-9, Chain O Lakes Campground, Bellaire, Michigan 
(http://www.grovemidnightsun.org/midnightflame.html) 

Helping the Huron 

Training for Stream Mapping: As our quarterly public 
service project, we will be mapping a portion of a local 
stream for the Huron River Watershed Council.  All are 
welcome to attend, but you do not need to attend this 
training session to help us with the mapping.  (As soon as 
we know the date of the mapping session, we will post it 
on our Web calendars.)  8/5, 2 pm at NEW Center 

 

In Memoriam 
As we celebrate our Summer 

Solstice ritual in our new 
nematon, we remember the 

keeper of our past nematon, Don 
Botsford, who passed away last 

year on June 27.  All of us in 
Shining Lakes Grove were 

incredibly blessed to have been 
able to share his nature preserve 

for so many years.  He was a 
great friend to us and to many, 
many people in the Ann Arbor 

area, and he will be greatly 
missed.  Rest in peace, Don. 

Thanks to everyone 
who contributed to our 
Imbolc/Beltaine food 

drive!  We collected 32 
pounds of food for Food 

Gatherers. 
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Addresses: 
Cavallo Farms, 2185 N. Harris Rd., Ypsilanti  
NEW Center: 1100 N. Main, Ann Arbor  

Rob’s, 11623 Lisa Lori Ln., South Lyon, (734) 277-1897 
Sweetwaters, 3393 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor 
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