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The Power of Wellspring
or the past five years we have belonged to 

Shining Lakes Grove, we have heard the stories 
from people who have attended Wellspring.

Our grovemates have told us what a great time they 
had and that it is worth the five-hour drive. So this year 
we decided to skip ConVocation and instead save the 
money and vacation time to go see what all the rumpus is 
about at Brushwood.

Once we got past the fact that we had not packed 
Wellies and would not experience dry feet for the rest of 
our stay, we began to appreciate our first large-scale Druid 
festival.

I joined in with the ladies for the Chenille Canopy 
luncheon. We watched the warriors compete, attended the 
Norse Rite, watched the fabulously talented Bards 
compete, and soaked in the hot tub. I was thoroughly 
enjoying the people I met, the vibe I felt, and looked 
forward to the upcoming ritual, in which a couple of 
friends were being honored for achieving the next level of 
their CTP.

As we waited to process down to the ritual, we joined 
in the singing and grounded ourselves for the main event. 
We had read the ever-changing weather report 
over and over again and were aware that 
there was a storm brewing. Silently hoping 
the storm would pass us by and we would 
have our ritual in peace, we proceeded to 
the nemeton. 

The storm did not pass us by.  As the 
rains began—and worsened—it became 
exceedingly difficult to hear what was being 
said by the priests, who were now rushing through the 
remaining ritual, trying to get the gates closed, with hail 
now pelting off our bodies. 

Running as fast as I could in flip flops, carrying my 
camp chair, I noticed that people had gathered at the main 
pavilion for shelter.  We decided to join them to catch our 
breath and recover some of our wits, when I noticed they 
weren’t just using the building as a rest stop—they were 
getting out chairs, drums, and an accordion. 

I relaxed myself from a minor anxiety attack 
stemming from my phobia of being outside during an 
electrical storm . . . and when I looked back to the 
huddled, drenched druids, the emotion hit me—the storm 

had kept us from our planned lengthy ritual, but it could 
not keep us from enjoying our evening! 

Amongst my fellow druids I felt an overwhelming 
sense of belonging. I leaned toward my husband as we 
watched the drumming, singing, laughing, shaking, bottle-
corking pagans around us, saying “this is where we 
belong”—and I realized at that moment that I am on the 
right path as a member of ADF.

People who noticed my tears and came to comfort me 
were simply nodding with understanding, as I tried 
desperately to explain the emotions sweeping over me. I 
could feel a oneness with my surroundings that I could 
only attempt to describe as an adopted child meeting her
birth parents for the first time. The beauty of watching all 
of us stubborn druids, refusing to give in to the bully of a 
storm trying to crash our festivities, was awe-inspiring. 
We continued to share the leftovers from the previous 
night’s brewing guild competition, singing songs about the 
sun and how we missed it, and laughing at how soaked 
with mud we all were.

We had the same feeling of belonging when we 
discovered our grove family and I was thrilled to add 
those friends I made at Wellspring to that family. I hope 

that after reading this, if you have not felt the power of 
Wellspring for yourself, that you will join us next 

year. I promise you, it is worth the five-hour 
drive.

Thank you to those hardworking members 
who made everything possible, and HAIL 
TO THE DRUIDS OF ADF!

— By Kristina Keller

We are saddened to report the death of 
Philip Kirsch, aka Lord Cabal, on Saturday, 

April 30, 2011, at his home in Adrian, Michigan.  
Phil was a member of Shining Lakes Grove 

during our early years, and always provided a 
kind, smiling face to newcomers and old-timers 
alike.  His remains were cremated and his ashes 
are being taken to Fire Mountain, Nevada, one 

of his favorite places to visit during his life.  
Memorial contributions may be made to: HOPE 
Center International, 12818 Joseph Campau, 

Detroit, MI 48212. (hopecenter.org)



SLG Leadership Council

Senior Druid
Rob Henderson robh@shininglakes.org

Assistant Senior Druid
Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net

Administrator
position open

Scribe
Valerie Hartzer vhartzer@yahoo.com

Pursewarden
Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net

Chronicler
Genevieve Stoyak gstoyak@hotmail.com

Public Relations Coordinator
Kris Keller kriskeller@gmail.com

Youth Activities Coordinator
Sean Keller seankeller@gmail.com

SLG Guild Leaders

Magicians’ Guild
Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net

Warriors’ Guild
Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net

Healers’ Guild
Rodney Cox uberrod@comcast.net

Bardic Guild
Valerie Hartzer vhartzer@yahoo.com

Producers’ Guild (unofficial)
Genevieve Stoyak gstoyak@hotmail.com

No e-mail access?  Contact our officers at 
our snail-mail address or phone number.
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by Shining Lakes Grove, ADF, PO Box 
3901, Ann Arbor, MI, 48106, (734) 277-
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the Chronicler at gstoyak@hotmail.com 

or (734) 262-1462.  For information about 
Shining Lakes Grove, please contact the 
Senior Druid at (734) 277-1897 or by e-
mail at robh@shininglakes.org, or visit 

www.shininglakes.org.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
It’s time to think about elections for new Grove officers.  Please consider your nominations carefully; the person you nominate 
(and this could be you) should be willing and able to devote the time necessary to fulfill the duties of the office.  Nominees must 

also be full current members of both Shining Lakes Grove and ADF when they take office at Samhain.
The names of those nominated must be received in writing by the Election Committee on or 

before August 15, 2011. 
Following is a description of the offices that are up for election this year. 

Senior Druid (SD) - Shall be responsible for the spiritual welfare and unity of the 
Grove. Shall have the right to be a member of all committees and may chose to 
attend any meeting or event of the Grove or its subgroups. The SD is responsible 
for reviewing all of the officer Grove reports as forwarded by the Grove 
Administrator and for submitting them to the ADF Archdruid and Scribe. The SD 
is responsible for public relations and community networking activities of the 
Grove, or for the delegation of those activities as needed. The Senior Druid is 
responsible for the supervision of all liturgical activities within the Grove. The SD 
is responsible for supervision of any Grove cosmological, historical, or theological 
educational endeavors that are sponsored by the Leadership Council. The SD is 
responsible for training a successor to this position. The SD is answerable to the 
Leadership Council. The term of the office of Senior Druid shall be three years.

Grove Administrator - (GA) Shall be responsible for leading and supervising the 
business activities of the Grove.  Shall run the business meetings and have the right 
to be a member of any committee of the Leadership Council.  Shall be responsible 
for maintaining a reasonable level of service (including but not limited to making 
sure there are High Day rites, Grove newsletters, and regular business meetings) to 
the membership of Shining Lakes Grove by the Leadership Council, or for 
delegating that service in the absence of elected officers.  Shall have the fiduciary 
and fundraising responsibility for the Grove, subject to guidance of the Leadership 
Council.  The GA shall be responsible for compiling a quarterly Grove report to be 
sent to the Senior Druid for the ADF ArchDruid and Scribe and is responsible for 
collecting, reviewing, and forwarding to the SD all other officer’s quarterly reports.  
The GA is answerable to the Leadership Council.  The term of the office of Grove 
Administrator shall be one year. 

Scribe - Shall record minutes of all general and Leadership Council meetings and 
keep records of the proceedings of all committees (to be submitted by each 
committee head), and may perform other duties that would otherwise by performed 
by a Corporate Secretary.  Candidates for the office of Scribe shall have the ability 
to take minutes and have computing skills.  The Scribe is responsible for compiling 
a quarterly report of Grove events to be sent to the Mother Grove after being 
reviewed by the Grove Administrator and Senior Druid.  The term of the office of 
Scribe shall be one year. 

Chronicler - Shall be responsible for the production of all Grove literature, 
including, but not limited to, Grove announcements and the Grove newsletter.  All 
publications will be subject to the approval of the Leadership Council.  Candidates 
for the office of Chronicler shall have demonstrated skills in writing and desktop 
publishing and have access to the necessary equipment to complete the 
requirements of this office.  The term of the office of Chronicler shall be one year.

Public Relations Coordinator - Shall be responsible for communication of Grove 
activities through publication and advertising in non-Grove publications and other 
media.  The Public Relations Coordinator shall also be responsible for performance 
or delegation of customs and traditions of hospitality observed by the Grove.  The 
Public Relations Coordinator shall be responsible for general member services and 
respond to all membership inquiries and complaints as necessary.  The term of the 
office of Public Relations Coordinator shall be one year. 

Nominations may be sent to: 

Shining Lakes Grove 
PO Box 3901 

Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
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Grove Calendar: Summer Solstice to Fall Equinox
Rituals

An Bruane: Rituals and advanced spiritual exploration 
for those who wish to go beyond the standard High Day 
rites.  Members only, please.  6/21, 8/2, 9/20, 7-9 pm at 
Rob’s

Liturgists’ Roundtable—Ritual Planning:  Help us 
plan our Lughnasadh and Fall Equinox rituals.  All 
welcome.  7/19, 9/6, 7-9 pm at Rod and Liz’s

Fire Watch: We follow the traditions of our ancestors and 
keep the hearth fire burning the night before ritual.  9/24, 
Dusk at Botsford

Fall Equinox Rite: Join us as we honor our river 
mother Ana and perform the Stag Dance.  There will be 
a raffle and potluck after the rite. 9/25, 2-5 pm at 
Botsford

Lughnasadh Festival: Our annual tradition! (see below)

Social Events
Coffee Hour: Join us for our monthly discussion of 
interesting topics. 6/24,7-10 at Borders; 7/22, 8/26, 
9/16, 8-11 pm at Sweetwaters

Grove Picnic: Join us for food, socializing, and 
swimming!  Bring chairs, swimsuits, and towels. 7/10, 
12-6 pm at Kestrel’s

Festivals
Druid Service: Several folks from SLG will be traveling to 
Columbus for this ADF ritual led by Three Cranes Grove.  
327 people were there last year, don't miss the chance to be 
part of this experience!  8/7, 10:15 am, Dublin Irish 
Festival, Dublin, Ohio (http://www.dublinirishfestival.org/)

Sunmmerland Festival: An ADF Unity Festival and Pagan 
Spiritual Retreat   8/18-21, Camp Clifton, Yellow Springs, 
Ohio (http://www.6thnight.org/summerland.html)

Midnight Flame Festival: Come join us at ADF's only 
festival in the region! At The Midnight Flame Festival you 
will enjoy camping at a site that allows for tent, RV, or even 
cabin camping, lectures and workshops, shopping, as well as 
opportunities to vend, rituals, fellowship, and fun!   9/8-11, 
Chain O Lakes Campground, Bellaire, Michigan 
(http://www.grovemidnightsun.org/midnightflame.html)

Meetings
SLG Business Meeting: Discussion of general business and 
setting of the calendar.  7/12, 8/9, 9/13, 7-9 at Sweetwaters

Continued from Page 2

Youth Activities Coordinator - Shall be responsible for the 
youth religious education program.  Program materials will 
focus on daily practice as well as celebration of the High Day 
Rituals.  The materials will be reviewed by the Liturgists to 
ensure that they are appropriate for the ritual as well as to 
coordinate the appropriate time(s) for children to participate 
in the High Day celebration.  Program materials will also be 

reviewed by the Leadership Council.  The YAC will ensure 
that materials are provided to all families with children to help 
them integrate religious practice into their daily lives as well 
as to celebrate our eight High Days.  The YAC is not 
responsible for providing child-care services.  The term of 
office for the Youth Activities Coordinator shall be one year.

Lughnasadh 2011
Botsford Recreational Preserve  3015 Miller Rd.  Ann Arbor  8 pm, July 29 to 11 pm, July 30, 2011

A two-day festival and Ár nDraíocht Féin Lughnasadh ritual combined.  From opening to closing we will be 
celebrating and honoring our Gods with workshops, rituals, and other special events.

Just outside the city limits of Ann Arbor, Botsford Recreational Preserve is a small section of old-growth 
forest with treehouses, walking trails, and the permanent nemeton of Shining Lakes Grove.

How much will it cost to attend?  It’s free!  We will have a raffle to help cover our site rental costs, and of 
course donations are welcome.

We need volunteers!  If you would like to lead a class, workshop, or ritual, or help organize the festival, please 
contact us.  Past events have included: Henna Tattooing / Guided Meditation / Mead Tasting / Understanding 

the Runes / Making Ancestor Dolls / Warrior Women / Greek Blessing Ritual / Stone Soup Storytelling.
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Addresses:
Borders Books, 3140 Lohr Rd., Ann Arbor
Botsford Recreational Preserve, 3015 Miller, Ann Arbor
Kestrel’s, 8941 Rushside Dr., Pinckney

Rob’s, 11623 Lisa Lori Lane, South Lyon, Ann Arbor
Rod and Liz’s: 263 Larkspur, Ann Arbor
Sweetwaters, 3393 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor


