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here’s a terrible 
secret I’ve been 
keeping from most 
of you for years 

now, a terrible secret that some 
folks would say means I can’t be 
called a Druid.  I’m loath to share 
it with you all now, but I haven’t 
come up with a better topic for 
this article, so here goes: I don’t 
think of myself as a Bard. 
 Okay, maybe it’s not that big 
a deal.  We’re a part of ADF, not 
OBOD, where earning the title of 
Bard is a prerequisite for the title 
of Druid.  ADF doesn’t expect its 
clergy to necessarily be singers or 
storytellers or satirists. 
 But I can imagine some of you disagreeing with me, 
since I do some of the things associated with bardic skills.  
I talk and sing in ritual, I write lyrics for other people’s 
tunes (and occasionally I’m not trying to be funny when I 
do so), I’ve written satirical pieces for Shiny Late Newts, 
and I’ve certainly memorized a lot of our lore and music.  
The only major skill I’m missing is playing an instrument 
in ritual.  I did learn how to play a few as a child, but the 
trumpet and tuba aren’t typically used for ritual music, and 
the electric organ would be a bit difficult to carry to the 
nemeton, not to mention the several hundred feet of 
extension cord we’d need to power it. 
 Thinking it over, I suspect the main reason I don’t 
think of myself as a Bard is that I think of myself 
primarily as a Priest of ADF, and if forced to choose a 
secondary role, I’d think of myself as a Liturgist.  I don’t 
disdain the work of the Bards; I just think of the things that 
Priests and Liturgists do as the things I want to do for my 
community, and those are the things I seem to have a talent 
for and that people like me to do.  I don’t see any conflict 
between the study of the lore and the practice of our 
liturgy; I just choose to focus on one more than the other. 
 Well, there shouldn’t be any conflict, but with some 
people it doesn’t seem to work that way.  I’m not thinking 
of our Bards, whom I’ve found to be very adept at 
knowing how to apply their knowledge and skills.  No, it’s 
the new folks I see come to our tradition, and also to 
Hellenismos, who get hung up on the stories of the Gods 
as a barrier to understanding and working with them.  
How many times have I talked to someone at ConVocation 

or another general Pagan 
event who says they sort of 
want to come to our rituals, 
but don’t come because they 
don’t know much about Celtic 
mythology?  How many say 
they kind of like the stories of 
the ancient Greeks, but can’t 
imagine worshipping gods 
who are so adulterous and 

vengeful and petty?  Or 
worse, that because of 
their familiarity with all 
those stories they read 
as children, the Greek 

gods just don’t seem as “magical” to them? 
 This is where I get frustrated.  I can understand 
wanting to know something of the stories that have 
inspired our practice and our passion.  It’s not as though 
we choose our hearth by throwing a dart at a dartboard 
with the names of various cultures written on it.  At some 
point many of us were inspired by a story or a movie or a 
song that made us consider this Pagan path that we now 
walk.  But those stories are only a part of what makes the 
Kindreds what they are.  It’s also our practice a and our 
devotion, our willingness to work with them in the spirit 
of reciprocity, and the experiences we have as a result, 
that truly shape their roles in our lives. 
 Let me put it this way: Come up with two anecdotes 
from your life.  Pick one that describes the best day of your 
life, and another that describes the worst day of your life.  
Now ask yourself whether you would want other people, 
people who would be interacting with you on a regular 
basis, to think of you only in terms of those two stories.  
Hopefully you think of yourself as a little more complex 
than that, a little better than you were at your worst but not 
so much a Pollyanna as to focus only on the good. 
 When we read the tales the ancients told of their gods 
and heroes, those are the stories we’re hearing.  The grand 
battles, the tragic deaths, the weddings, the births, the 
struggles of the new generation trying to replace the old, 
all of the plot points that make for a story exciting enough 
to keep being told millennia later.  The times when a 
farmer asked for blessings on his field, or when a woman 
sought comfort in a temple after the end of a bad 
relationship, or a traveler visited a river to making a votive 
offering for healing, or a child made their first offerings at 
the household shrine?  Borrrrring.   Certainly not the stuff 
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of epics or hymns.  But those were the real experiences 
that real people had, that defined the place of the Kindreds 
in the cosmos. 
 And now the spring equinox is nearly here, and our 
Grove celebrates the presence of Ana in the melting snow 
and the rushing river, and maybe it’s a little easier for us 
not to be distracted by her lore because she really doesn’t 
have any lore beyond what we’ve created for her during 
the past 20 years.  I hope that you all have a chance in the 
next few weeks to go out to the river or to some secluded 
spot in the rivershed and spend some time communing 
with her, and make an offering or two.  And I hope that 
you have that same kind of vibrant personal experience 
with your household gods, whoever they may be.  I 

don’t hate books (one look at how much of my apartment 
is occupied by bookshelves should prove that), but let the 
books be a doorway to meeting the Kindreds, not a wall to 
keep you apart. 

Yours in service to the Kindreds and 
the Grove, 

Rev. Rob Henderson, Senior Druid 

The Cycle 
A Poem in honor of the Spring Equinox, when we 
honor our river mother 
 

Invisible mists fly in the sky 
And into puffy clouds they form 
So high above the hills they fly 
Until the raindrops start to storm 
 
From high to low those drops do flow 
Upon the dry and waiting ground 
That drinks it down, far down below 
Where nature’s cisterns can be found 
 
Now water pressure does arise 
To give more push than it can take 
And up it flows, so to baptise 
The bottom of the local lake 
 
To stay a while, but not for long 
For gravity soon pulls it free 
To flow into a river strong 
That wends its way down to the sea 
 
And then it scatters ev’rywhere 
But soon enough, that ocean blue 
Evaporates into the air 
The cycle to begin anew 
 

—By Rob Henderson, Written for General Bardic  
Studies for Liturgists, a 1st Circle course of the  
Clergy Training Program 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Grove Calendar: Spring Equinox to Summer Solstice 

Rituals 

An Bruane: Rituals and advanced spiritual exploration 
for those who wish to go beyond standard High Day rites.  
Members only, please.   3/31, 4/28, 6/3, 7-9 pm at Rob’s 

Liturgists’ Roundtable—Ritual Planning:  Help us 
plan our Beltaine and Summer Solstice rituals.  All 
welcome.  4/21, 6/16, 7-9 pm at Sweetwaters 

Nemeton Work Day: Awakening our nemeton from its 
winter slumber in preparation for this year's rituals. All 
welcome. (Bring work gloves!)  4/19, 1 pm at Cavallo 
Equestrian Centre 

Fire Watch: We follow the traditions of our ancestors 
and keep the hearth fire burning the night before ritual.  
5/2, 6/20, Dusk at Cavallo Equestrian Centre 

Dawn Beltaine Rite: Join us on our annual journey to 
the Huron River as we greet the sun and bless our water 
for the coming year.  5/3, 6 am, meet at Rob’s 

Beltaine Rite: Join us as we honor Aren, our god of 
love and freedom.  There will be a raffle and potluck 
after the rite.  5/3, 2-5 pm at Cavallo Equestrian Centre 

Summer Solstice Rite: Join us as we honor Bel and 
Danu, our primal father and mother deities.  There will 
be a raffle and potluck after the rite.  6/21, 2-5 pm at 
Cavallo Equestrian Centre 

Social Events 

Coffee Hour: Join us for our monthly discussion of 
interesting topics.  All welcome.  3/27, 4/24, 5/29, 6/26, 
8-11 pm at Sweetwaters 

Helping the Huron 

River Roundup: Collect water and insect samples from 
streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron River 
Watershed Council.  Please register in advance by 
contacting jfrenzel@hrwc.org  4/18, 9 am-3pm or 11 
am-5pm, meet at NEW Center 

Bug ID Day: Count the insect samples we collected 
from streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron 
River Watershed Council.  Please register in advance by 
contacting jfrenzel@hrwc.org  4/26, 12-3 pm or 2-5 pm, 
meet at  NEW Center 
 

Meetings 

SLG Business Meeting: Discussion of general business 
and setting of the calendar.  All welcome.  4/16, 5/12, 
6/9, 7-9 at Panera 
 

Festivals 

Wellspring: Join ADF members from all over the world 
for ritual, workshops, and the ADF annual meeting.  
5/21–5/25, Brushwood Folklore Center, Sherman, NY 
(www.stonecreed.org/wellspring.htm) 

Michigan Pagan Fest: “This year will be a three day 
outdoor gathering featuring authors, musical 
entertainment, workshops, vendors, drumming and 
camping! And . . . for our kids we have plenty of 
children's activities and teenagers too!”  6/26-6/28, 
Wayne County Fairgrounds, 10871 Quirk Road, 
Belleville (http://www.mipaganfest.com/) 
 

 
 

Join Us for a Special Book Discussion! 
 
Storytelling is an ancient art that rarely receives the respect it deserves. 

—Erika Eichenseer, from the Foreword 
 
In the 1850s, Franz Xaver von Schönwerth traversed the forests, lowlands, and 
mountains of northern Bavaria to record fairy tales, gaining the admiration of even 
the Brothers Grimm.  Most of Schönwerth’s work was lost—until a few years ago, 
when 30 boxes of manuscripts were uncovered in a German municipal archive. 

 Compiled by Erika Eichenseer, an expert in Bavarian folklore, and edited by 
Maria Tatar, chair of folklore and mythology at Harvard, The Turnip Princess 
finally gives English speakers a chance to share in the magic of these new additions 
to the folkloric pantheon.  And since this combination of fantasy and scholarship is 
catnip to us ADF-types, we will be gathering to discuss these very adult tales. 

 Join us Sunday, May 17 at 4pm for an afternoon of imagination, literary 
discussion, and potluck snacks.  The meeting is at a private home in west Ann 
Arbor; for more information email m.r.rindfleisch@gmail.com. 
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Addresses: 
Cavallo Equestrian Centre, 2185 N. Harris Rd., Ypsilanti 
NEW Center: 1100 N. Main, Ann Arbor 
Panera Bread, 1773 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor 

Rob’s, 330 Chidester #812, Ypsilanti, 734-277-1897 
Sweetwaters, 3393 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor 
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