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Mid-day Nightfall Above The Temple 
ack in 2014, when I first saw an online article 
about this year’s eclipse, I loaded an online 
map and started scanning its path from west to 
east, looking for any special place from where 

I might want to see it.  None of the western areas held 
much interest (not to mention being the furthest away), 
nothing much in Missouri, none of the places in Illinois 
or Kentucky I might want to visit were in the path of 
totality…  And then I saw it.  Nashville would be in the 
path.  I didn’t even finish scanning to the east Coast.  I 
knew where I wanted to be. 
 Having been a devotee of Athena since childhood, I 
remember hearing about the full-sized statue of Athena 
at the Nashville Parthenon shortly after it was erected in 
1990.  Making a pilgrimage to visit it someday has 
always been a dream of mine, but I never had any reason 
to visit Tennessee, nor the disposable cash to just drive 
down there on my own. 
 So the eclipse would be the perfect opportunity to go 
there for the first time – 
assuming that I could get 
there at all. Wellspring and 
Midnight Flame were both 
closer than Nashville, and I 
couldn’t manage to get a ride 
to either this year, so what 
chance did I have?  I was 
fully prepared to take a bus 
to Nashville, arrive at 1:30 in 
the morning and just hang 
out for twelve hours (the 
hotel rooms there were long 
gone) if that was what it 
took, but fortunately an old 
college friend was interested in making the trip as well, 
and so we went! 
 We ended up staying in Murfreesboro, about forty 
minutes’ drive outside the city, but they did have hotel 
spaces available a mere two months before the day.  I 
was worried about the possibility of traffic on the way 
into Nashville, but both Murfreesboro and the freeway 
connecting it to Nashville were also in the path of 
totality, so we would still see it, even if it meant looking 
through a car window.  We had nothing to worry about, 

as it turned out; Nashville’s infrastructure and planning 
meant that the million visitors that day didn’t cause any 
problems.  (We had more traffic going back to the hotel 
later that day, just from rush hour.) 
 We managed to find decent parking at Centennial 
Park, and met my fellow Hellenic Kin member Dave 
Kleinschmidt there.  He has come directly from the 
Summerland Festival in Ohio to join us.  There was 
plenty of time to find a spot beneath a green ash tree near 
the Parthenon’s entrance and wait for the light show.  It 
was about as hot as I’d expect an August day in 
Tennessee to be, but the eclipse did drop the temperature 
noticeably, so it wasn’t anything I couldn’t handle. 
 I know that a lot of people wanted to see the eclipse 
from a more naturalistic setting so they could be 
surrounded by plants and animals (and see how the 
animals reacted to the midday darkness) but personally, 
I’m glad I got to experience it in a city, surrounded by 
people, and be part of the human reaction to it.  I 

definitely feel more like a 
“civic priest” Pagan than a 
“hermit in the woods” 
Pagan.  And as we looked 
up through our special 
glasses and saw more of the 
solar disc being covered by 
darkness, more and more 
people came into the park, 
and the occasional murmurs 
of overheard conversation 
slowly shifted into whoops 
and cheers and a very loud 
“oh my gosh”. 
 And at some point 

around 1:30 Central Daylight Time, the last sliver of 
crescent went away, the horizon turned pink in every 
direction, the sky turned deep dark blue, and there was 
the shimmering white corona of the sun, always there but 
never visible.  Most videos or photos don’t do it justice.  
Sure, the sun looked like the white-edged black circle 
you’ve seen in photographs, but what struck me was how 
much it dominated the skyscape.  If you’ve ever been 
away from city lights at night at the full moon, and seen 
how much the moon grabbed your attention and its light 
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illuminated everything around you, and you wondered at how an object that 
took up so little space in the sky could so change the whole landscape 
around you?  The eclipsed sun was like that times ten. 
 About a minute and forty-five seconds later, the moon continued on its 
way past the sun, and the darkening skies and sharpening shadows we had 
been watching for ninety minutes played themselves out in reverse.  Since 
we were near the entrance, we managed to get into the line for the 
Parthenon quickly.  It’s normally closed on Mondays, but they opened it for 
two hours that day, so in we went.  (We’d have come the next day to see it 
on the way home if it had remained closed; obviously I wasn’t going to 
leave without looking inside!)  After visiting the art museum section on the 
lower floor, we found the elevator to get me up to the main floor to see what 
I had wanted to see for twenty-seven years. 
 And it did not disappoint.  Both the elevator and the stairs are in a 
walled-off back corner, so you have to enter the main area before even 
getting a glimpse of the statue to your right.  And whatever you think your 
reaction to seeing a forty foot statue inside a fifty foot tall room would be, 
you’re underestimating it.  Unlike the small eclipsed sun raining down its 
dimness, the shining gold of the statue takes up most of the field of vision 
from that end of the building.  You can’t look at anything else for minutes, 
and wonder what the ancients must have thought when they gazed upon the 
original.  Even with some of the people in the room showing only the mild 
interest of a typical museum visitor, most of them were awestruck, and that 
isn’t even their goddess.  But there the form of my patroness stood, helmet 
on her head, 
Winged Victory in 
her hand, aegis on 
her chestplate, and 
shield and snake 
right next to her 
giant foot.  A lot of 
love and devotion 
went into making 
and then gilding 
that statue, and 
even if they 
weren’t doing it for 
religious reasons, 
you can still feel it. 
 There was also a room with reproductions of the friezes from the front 
and back of the building, so we could get a better look at them, along with a 
cash donation box where I made an offering.  (Really, though, they need an 
offering bowl for grains and flowers and jewelry and such.) 
 Dave left us that that point, and my friend and I went back to 
Murfreesboro for the night.  We stopped in Nashville again on the way 
home to visit Bicentennial Park, which just seemed logical after visiting 
Centennial Park the day before. 
 So wow, that was a day I will not soon forget.  I hope you all get a 
chance to visit the Athena Parthenos statue in Nashville (or Athens, I guess 
that would count as well) and also get to see a total eclipse some day.  
(Remember, the one in 2024 will go right over Tredara; Ian and Sue are 
already planning an event around it.)  
 
 Yours in service to the Kindreds and the Grove,  
 Rev. Rob Henderson, Senior Druid
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grove Calendar: Fall Equinox to Yule 
Social Events 

Coffee Hour: Join us for our monthly discussion of 
interesting topics.  9/29, 8-11pm at Kerrytown 
Sweetwaters; 10/27, 12/1 , 8-11 pm  
at Sweetwaters on Plymouth 

Meetings 

SLG Business Meeting: Discussion of general business 
and setting of the calendar.  10/10, 11/14, 12/12, 7-9 at 
Rob’s (online access will also be available) 

Helping the Huron 

River Roundup: Collect water and insect samples from 
streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron River 
Watershed Council.  (You must register in advance! 
http://www.hrwc.org/volunteer/roundup/)  10/14, 9 am-
3pm or 11 am-5pm, meet at NEW Center 

Bug ID Day: Count the insect samples we collected 
from streams in the rivershed.  Sponsored by the Huron 
River Watershed Council.  (You must register in 
advance! http://www.hrwc.org/volunteer/id-day/)  10/29, 
12-2 pm or 2-4 pm, meet at  NEW Center 

Festivals 

Ann Arbor Pagan Pride Day:  Join us as we celebrate 
our local Pagan community with workshops, vendors, 
and more!  9/23, 11 am – 6 pm, Community Park at 
Washtenaw Community College, Ann Arbor 
(http://annarborpaganpride.org/) 

 

Rituals 

Liturgists’ Roundtable—Ritual Planning:  Help us plan 
our Samhain and Yule rituals.  All welcome.  10/24, 12/5, 7-
9 pm at Sweetwaters 

Samhain Afternoon Rite: Join us as we celebrate the 
reunion of our tribal father Lugh and our river goddess Ana.  
This ritual will feature a craft project, and is suitable for all 
ages.  There will be a raffle and potluck after the rite.  11/4, 
2-4 pm at Fox/Marisol’s 

Samhain Evening Rite: Join us as we honor the Ancestors 
and Mannanan, our god of the Otherworld.  This ritual uses 
themes of death and rebirth, and may not be suitable for 
young children.  There will be a potluck after the rite.  11/4, 
6-9 pm at Fox/Marisol’s 

Yule Rite: Join us as we honor Danu and Bel, our primal 
mother and father deities.  There will be a raffle and potluck 
after the rite.  12/17, 2-5 pm at Friends 
 
 
 
 

 
Reminder: All Grove 

memberships are due at 
Samhain.  If you won’t be at 
the Samhain rituals, you can 
always send them to us at:  

 
Shining Lakes Grove, ADF  

PO Box 3901  
Ann Arbor, MI  48106 

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
September 17 

 
18 

 
19 

 
20 21 22 

 
AUTUMN BEGINS 

23 
11-6 Ann Arbor 

Pagan Pride Day 
Community Park 

24 
 

25 26 
 

27 
 

28 29 
8-11 Coffee Hour 

Kerrytown 
 

30 
 

October 1 
 

2 3 
 

4 5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

 

8 
 

9 10 
7-9 

Business Mtg. 
Rob’s 

11 12 
 

13 
 

14 
9-3 or 11-5 

River Roundup 
NEW Center 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

 
SWEETEST DAY 

22 
 

23 24 
7-9 Liturgist RT 

Sweetwaters 

25 
 

26 27 
8-11 Coffee Hour 

Sweetwaters 

28 
 

29 
12-2 or 2-4 
Bug ID Day 
NEW Center 

30 31 
 
 
 
 

HALLOWEEN 

November 1 2 3 
 

4 
Samhain 

2-4 
Afternoon Rite 

6-9 Evening Rite 
Fox/Marisol’s 

5 
 
 

DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS ENDS 

6 7 
 

8 9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 13 
 

14 
7-9 

Business Mtg. 
Rob’s 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 20 21 
 

22 23 
 
 

THANKSGIVING 

24 
 

25 
 

26 27 28 
 

29 30 
 

December 1 
8-11 Coffee Hour 

Sweetwaters 

2 

3 
 

4 5 
7-9 Liturgist RT 

Sweetwaters 

6 7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 12 
7-9 

Business Mtg. 
Rob’s 

13 14 15 16 

17 
2-5  Yule Rite 

Friends Meeting 

18 19 20 21 
 
 

WINTER BEGINS 

22 23 

 

Addresses: 
Ann Arbor Friends Meeting, 1420 Hill St., Ann Arbor 
Fox/Marisol’s, 49 Tiplady Rd., Pinckney 734-417-4514 
NEW Center: 1100 N. Main, Ann Arbor 
Kerrytown Sweetwarers, 47 N. 5th Ave., Ann Arbor 

Rob’s, 330 Chidester St. Apt. 812, Ypsilanti, (734) 277-1897 
Sweetwaters Coffee and Tea, 3393 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor 
WCC Community Park, 4800 E. Huron River Dr, Ann Arbor 

 
 


	//   Shining Lakes News
	Social Events
	Meetings
	Helping the Huron
	Festivals
	Rituals

	SLG Leadership Council
	3
	NEW Center
	23
	24

	26
	NEW Center
	30

	3
	4


	7

